This update is, focused on developments within the club since the last report. Further questions from CUSG groups at the meeting 29 June 2026 will be detailed in the minutes.

	Issue
	Reference/Comments
	Status

	First Team Staffing

A number of staff changes announced since end of season.
Mark Hughes, Frankie McAvoy, Glenn Boden, Greg Stebbings and Sophie Birnie have left the club.

Rob Elliot has joined as First Team Head Coach.
Louis Storey has joined as Assistant First Team Head Coach.
Josh Lucas has joined as First Team Analyst.
Frazer Bell has joined as Head of Sports Science and Medicine.

Gavin Skelton remains as First Team Coach.
Jack Cudworth remains as First Team Goalkeeping Coach.
Adam Kwiecien remains as Strength and Conditioning Coach.

Martin Foyle left on Friday to join Port Vale as their Head of recruitment. Martin has a long existing relationship with Jon Brady.


	

	Done

	Club, Marketing & Media
Three player signing shoots went well, since the last CUSG we have also interviewed Rob Elliot, and Louis Storey and will complete media with other staff. Next player related content will focus on the team being back in training this week. 
Media aims to stream as many friendly games as possible and has been working with opposition media on this. 
Kit launch shoots are our next priority, and supporting Blues Store, Commercial, Ticketing, with marketing initiatives. Season ticket promotion will focus on our fantastic value offers for people under 22. 
	

	Ongoing

	KITS 2026/27
Macron announced as kit supplier

Kit launch date to be confirmed once delivery is finalised.

	

	JULY 2026

	Games

Fixtures are to be released on Friday 10th July.

We have again decided not to participate in NL Cup. 

We have a home friendly against Salford on Tuesday 28th July – ticketing information to follow in next week or so.

Fans can buy tickets to Workington https://app.fanbaseclub.com/Fan/Tickets/SelectType?fixtureId=18931  and Darlington matches  https://yourclub.darlingtonfc.co.uk/match-tickets
	


	


Ongoing
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	Issue
	Reference/Comments
	Status

	Supporters

The club is holding a Family Fun Day on Saturday 18th July 2026 at Brunton Park.
Premise is the same as previous seasons – first team open training session on training pitch with lots of family attractions and stall between west stand fan zone and training pitch. 
CUSG groups are welcome to attend with a stall – please let us know before 10th July if you require any space.
	
	Information



	Key investment projects
1. Sheepmount- Use of the facility is growing steadily.
It is now the usual location for most training and games for Academy U18-U19.
With longer days we will see CST and Ladies start to use the facility as well.
	No change. Work is ongoing with Cumberland Council, GLL and other site stakeholders for a long term tenure on the site. Feedback on the pre-planning application is awaited.

	


	Other Club News

Fan Zone is open for England Games throughout World Cup – has been well supported and we expect this to grow as kick offs become earlier and England (hopefully!) progress.

We will screen any games with a kickoff time before 22.30.

Season ticket sales currently at 3271 (25/26 = 3,424)

World Group announced as new Training Kit Sponsor.

	
	

	   CUSG QUESTIONS

· How can fans buy a season car parking pass? – will be through Ticketing System once announced.
· When does the new CEO start? – Unsure of start date – new IFR process to complete to offer a senior position in club.
· What will the third container bar in the fan zone be used for? Food and drink outlet.
· If England play at 1am on Sunday 5 July, will it be shown in the fan zone? No
· Are we entering the National League Cup this season? No
· When is the Hall of Fame being launched? Working on plans.
· Disabled parking – Lucy working on car parking plan and will speak with DG to communicate well in advance of the start of the season. 
· I find it hard that the club did not explain the changes in its backroom staff. Is it about the new coach? I felt that we had a good backroom team as well as a coach with whom we amassed 95 points. It was a remarkable effort considering the previous seasons. Staff changes are, unfortunately, to be expected when the manager changes. The club has supported Rob in assembling the group he wants to work with, and he feels will help achieve our ambitions.
· The National League AGM was recently held at Celtic Manor. I understand that Carlisle were the only club not to be represented and were fined £500. Shows a lack of respect for the league. We did not have anyone available to attend – but we were NOT fined £500. There is no lack of respect for the League – as the only UK Club-based director SK was unable to attend due to a family commitment. 
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